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by the mistakes of the Caprivi policy." 56 The accuracy of
Bismarck's charge seemed to be finally confirmed by a curt
official note a few days later,57 denouncing his revelation
as a "violation of the most confidential secrets of state which
constituted a blow at the grave interests of the Empire."
So the world accepted the idea that the Franco-Russian
Alliance was the result of Caprivi's stupidity in not con-
tinuing Bismarck's juggling feat of "keeping five balls in
the air at once." But if one looks more closely at the
documents now in hand, one can see that historians have
been misled by the apparent conjunction of events in 1890-
1891 and by Bismarck's propaganda, The Franco-Russian
Entente did not result simply from Caprivi's failure to
renew the Re-insurance Treaty, It was due to- a number
of other factors. One of these was the growth of German
industry; commerce, naval ambition, and colonial expan-
sion which started Germany on "The New Course" to
Constantinople and Bagdad, thereby antagonizing Russia.
Emperor William's desire for a naval base led to the so-
called Heligoland Treaty of July, 1890, which made Russia
suspect—incorrectly—that Germany would draw closer to
England. A second factor was the growth of Pan -Slavism
and of Russia's determination to dominate the Balkans.
This antagonized Austria and made it impossible for Berlin
to continue Bismarck's policy of maintaining a delicate
equipoise between Vienna and St. Petersburg. William II
'had eventually to choose between Russia and Austria, and
he chose Austria; whether he chose rightly is another ques-
tion; but the choice having been made, Russia became
perforce the enemy of the Central Powers. Therefore,
according to a well-informed German writer, the mistake of
Bismarck's successors was not in letting down the wire
between Berlin and St. Petersburg—that was perhaps in-
evitable anyway; the mistake was in failing to conciliate
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